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At the May 18th meeting of Academic Council, I would like to move adoption of the attached policy.
Degree Nomenclature Policy

This policy defines the nomenclature that is used for programs and primary areas of study at the University of Ontario Institute of Technology.  It also defines the way in which these terms are reported on the academic transcript and degree parchments.  Regulations for new programs will be described using the nomenclature set out in this policy.

Program: 
A series of courses, the successful completion of which qualifies the candidate for a formal credential, provided all other academic and financial requirements are met.
Degree:  
A credential awarded upon successful completion of a set of required and elective courses as specified by a program in a particular faculty (e.g., Bachelor of Science, Bachelor of Engineering [Honours], Bachelor of Education.  The name of the degree appears on the degree parchment and on the academic transcript.  Degrees are classified as undergraduate, honours undergraduate, or graduate.

Undergraduate:
A degree that can be completed as a first degree.  It must contain a minimum of 90 credit hours, including at least 30 credit hours constituting a major (see below).  A second undergraduate degree can be awarded upon completion of at least 30 credit hours beyond those required for the first degree.

Honours 
An undergraduate degree with increased depth of study in a 

Undergraduate:
particular field.  It can be completed as a first degree containing a minimum of 120 credit hours, including at least 36 credit hours constituting a major (see below).

Graduate:
An advanced degree that is normally completed after receiving a first degree in a related subject area.  It contains a combination of course work and research, the balance of which is set out by the program regulations. 

Major: 
A prescribed set of courses within a program, normally requiring at least 30 credit hours of study.  The major appears on the academic transcript.  It normally does not appear on the degree parchment, but may with the approval of Academic Council where it substantially differentiates the nature of the degree (e.g., Bachelor of Engineering [Honours], Nuclear Engineering).

Specialization:
An increased depth of study in a particular field within a major program. A specialization appears on the academic transcript to identify the focus of the major program (e.g., Bachelor of Science [Honours], Radiation Science – Health Physics), but does not appear on the degree parchment.

Minor: 
A prescribed set of courses within a program, normally requiring at least 18 credit hours of study in a particular field.  The minor appears on the academic transcript, but does not appear on the degree parchment (e.g., Bachelor of Science [Honours], major in Mathematics, minor in Computational Science).

Concentration:  
A prescribed set of courses in a particular discipline that a student may take out of interest or for purposes of external accreditation that do not result in the award of a formal credential.  A concentration does not appear on the degree parchment or on the academic transcript (e.g. the concentration in Accounting sets out the courses that meet the requirements for the CGA designation).

Note:  A portion of the credit hours defined in this policy may be earned through advanced standing or block equivalencies, subject to residence requirements.
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Appendix A: Current Programs

Degrees:
Bachelor of Arts (Honours)

Bachelor of Applied Science (Honours)

Bachelor of Commerce (Honours)

Bachelor of Education

Bachelor of Engineering (Honours)

Bachelor of Engineering & Management (Honours)
Bachelor of Health Science (Honours)

Bachelor of Science
Bachelor of Science (Honours)

Bachelor of Science in Nursing (Honours)

Bachelor of Science & Management (Honours)

Majors (optional specializations listed in italics):
Biological Science (Environmental Toxicology; Pharmaceutical Biotechnology)

Chemistry

Commerce

Computing Science

Education

Energy & the Environment (Chemistry; Physics)

Energy Systems Engineering

Integrated Justice Studies

Mathematics

Manufacturing Engineering

Manufacturing Engineering & Management

Mechanical Engineering (Mechatronics Engineering; Energy Engineering)

Mechanical Engineering & Management (Mechatronics Engineering; Energy Engineering)

Medical Laboratory Science

Nuclear Engineering

Nuclear Power

Nursing

Physical Science - Complementary Studies
Physics

Radiation Science (Health Physics)

Radiation Science and Management (Health Physics)

Minors:
Computational Science

Concentrations:
Accounting
